









BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service x 317 West 4th Street 
RI Le ea eae aa ea a aa 


Vol. XXII July 15, 1954 No. 14 
JUVENILE SUPPLENWNERT 


PICTURE BOOKS 


D'Aulaire, Ingri & Edgar Parin Doubleday 
ANIMALS EVERYWHERE Paper over board: $2.00 


** Double star for this, one of the nicest books the gifted D'Aulaires have 
given us. Continent by continent, they share rich fare of knowledge very simply pre- 
sented. "Far to the South, where it is very hot, live the animals that like very hot 
weather". And again we see that "There the lively Monkey hides in the leaves. The 
shy Zebra gallops over the grass", and so on. We see them too, front and back as the 
ingenious lithographic pictures show front and back on most full page sheets. Lots 
of details for the ever fascinating identification of text and pictures for small 
listeners. Just grand! J.L.G. (8/5. LC: 54-5906) 


De Angeli, Marguerite Doubleday 
Ill'd & Edited by $5.00 


BOOK OF NURSERY AND MOTHER GOOSE RHYMES 


** This is IT - the nursery rhyme book I've been hoping for, with all the rhymes 
the most demanding addict could ask for - and with pictures that are sheer delight. 
Some will dub them old-fashioned, but I make no bones of my insistence that illustra- 
tions for nursery rhymes should be nostalgic, full of period flavor, enlarging to the 
imagination, widening the association horizons, and decorative. These illustrations 
qualify on all counts- and more. There's lots of "doing" - items for identification 
by small listeners and lookers, action where action is demanded, enchanting backgrounds 
that give a period and regional flavor (where else would you find Banbury Cross as it 
actually was?), costumes that belong with the rhymes. This is a book that will help 
today's and tomorrow's small fry build their mental associations that in later years 
mean so much. That Mrs. De Angeli has very definite concepts of her own, not always 
in accordance with one's own, serves- in this case- to pique curiosity and interest, 
for always there's validity to her ideas - and charm in likes as well as differences. 
The book will be sturdily cloth bound, a big book that will open flat to well designed 
pages, abounding in pictures,- 32 in full color (of which 16 are full pages, the rest 
spots), 10 full pages in black and white (enchanting, even without color), and over 200 
line spots, scattered through the text. The choice of inclusions represents collabora- 
tion- some 350 odd rhymes, old favorites in authentic versions, and numerous others 
less familiar but that meet the acid test on ear and sense appeal, quality of rhythm 
and word patterns. Mrs. De Angeli has given of her best, which is high praise. 

(9/23. LC: 54-9838) 


Lines, Kathleen- Compiler Franklin Watts 
Pictured by Harold Jones LAVENDER'S BLUE: $6.00 
A Book of Nursery Rhymes, 


While nothing could dislodge the new DeAngeli from first place in my beart 
this English import has a distinctive place of its own. There's definitely a nostalgic 
quality, a recall of Kate Greenaway and Caldecott in the quaintly mannered, pastel- 
tinted illustrations. The text includes more than standard nursery rhymes; the versions 
of the old favorites are not always according to orthodox acceptance, but the claim to 
special notice lies in the inclusion of much that is unusual in such things as cradle 
rhythm games (with action described - as in This little pig went to market, etc.); 
counting rhymes; alphabet rhymes; riddles; and such classics - hard to find- as On the 
first day of Christmas and so on. There's a decorative quality and a kind of humor 
in most of the pictures. Definitely carriage trade snob appeal. (Sept. LC: 54-9816) 
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Harcourt, Brace 


Oliver, Rita N. 
RAIN OR SHINE Cloth: $2.50 
Instructions for 28 things to make out of simple household goods are illustra- Fd 
ted with neat photographs by Biagio Pinto, of the finished productse Projects include ) 
toys, doll beds, paper hats, simple jewelry, a-clothespin dog and so forth and the ma- 
terials with which to make them are things like matchboxes, doilies and paper clips. 
Precise directions may need some adult help. Mostly for girls. (8/19. LC: 54-8847) 


Brown, Margaret Wise Lippincott 
Cloth: $3.00 


WHEEL ON THE CHIMNEY 


* A basic life cycle story- of migrating storks in Europe and Africa- has a 
simple charm in Margaret Wise Brown's telling and a charming brilliance in Tibor Ger- 
gely's panorama pictures. The story starts with spring atop a small Hungarian chimney. 
When the birds fly south in the fall, they live in deep Africa with the flamingos until 
spring comes and the Hungarian farmer again puts up his wheel for their nest. (9/22. 


LC: 54-8486) 


Hall, Rosalys Lippincott 
BAKER'S MAN Cloth: $2.50 

The charm of The Merry Miller and No Ducks for Dinner to the fore again in this 
cockeyed tale of a baker's apprentice. Andres comes to Ufhofen to find work, and finds 
as well his mead of problems and of merriment. His boss, the baker, wants to join the 
circus and is letting his business go to pot. Happily enough, Andres takes over, but he 
is uncertain of the future until the baker follows his whim and- turning over the trade 
to Andres- departs for the circus. There's a rich flavor of European background in both 
text and Kurt Werth's pictures. (9/22. LC: 54-7279) * 





Lippincott 


Tompkins, Jane 
THE PORCUPINE TWINS $2.50 





Author of various other animal "twin" stories, Jane Tompkins writes in familiar 
pattern and here the porcupine twins amble and scurry through their first year of life. 
Though the personification is too cute and the world view disproportionately pro-porcupine, - 
as the twins learn and grow there is creditable revelation of their characteristics and 
those of their burrowing, chattering neighbors. Spiny drawings by Kurt Wiese. (9/22. 


LC: 54-7129) 
Morrow 


Thayer, Jane 
WHERE'S ANDY? $2.00 

Andy is just the right age (and his mother just the right temperament) to carry 
out this little look-for-me episode. Deciding it would be fun to evade Mother, Andy hides 
behind a tree outside, then follows her into the house and tiptoes around behind her while 
she looks Everywhere for him. At discovery, Andy feels the same way we did when we gave 
our mothers 4 year old surprises. Illustrated in pink and green by Meg Wohlberg. (9/22. 


LC: 54-6259) 


Lipkind, William Viking 
PROFESSOR BULL'S UMBRELLA $2.50 
This far flung joke on an absent-minded professor has far less to its telling @ 





than the accompanying colored pencil spreads by George Schreiber. On his way to the gro- 
cery, music loving Prof. Bull conducts an imaginary orchestra with his umbrella as baton 
and of course, lays it down, forgetting it when the piece is over. The rest of the story 
is the umbrella's wind-whipped trip through a chasing city- until it ends up miraculously 
in the prof's hand again. No encores for the text but a curtain call for the pictures. 


J.L.G. (9/13) 
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Simon, Ruth Crowell 
MAT AND MANDY AND THE BIG DOG, BIGGER $2.50 


Remember Mat and Mandy and The Little Old Car (1952)? If you do with 
pleasure, you'll like this, for it's more about that California-happy family of four- 
Mother and Father and Mat and Mandy. This time off for a camping trip to the cool sea 
shore, they run into Bigger who keeps them more than company and gradually disrupts 
his way into their affections. Rescuing Mat and Mandy from high tide seals his future 
and they're delighted to have him aboard as they rattle home. Spidery drawings by 
Lisl Weil. (7/15. IC: 54-9153) 


Hilles, Helen Train Lippincott 
MOVING DAY $2.00 


Second grader Tim has moments of apprehension when his family decides to move 
from their old frame house to a new apartment a few blocks away. But doubts at home 
and at school disappear when Tim falls in with the spirit of it all and begins to enjoy 
himself. Mild but understanding doings- by the author of Pierre goes to P.S. 20 (1952) 
for the same age level. Chubby block prints by Jean Tamburine. (9/22. LC: 54-7300) 


REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 
Ding Dong School Books Rand McNally 
Publ. board; ea. 25¢ 


Horwich, Dr. Frances & Werrenrath, Reinald Jr. 

DOLLS OF OTHER LANDS. Barbara has three dolls, one from Ireland, one from 
Greece and one from Japan and actually they're shown in quite good costume detail in 
colored pictures by Jane Flory. Then Barbara feeds the dolls breakfast and that's 
that. 


IN MY HOUSE- A typical day in Herbie's house proves brighter and more angelic 
than days for other kids his age (post-toddler) we know. Pictures by Esther Friend 
show him helping mother, playing piggy back with daddy, going happily to bed etc.- all 
to the very very good. 


MY BIG BROTHER- When mother leaves for the day, George and his kid sister 
Marie spend charmed hours together- buying the newspaper, playing ball, flying George's 
kite. The unspoken moral is of course, that they haven't had a fight, and, not that we 
like fights, it is an occasion that forces us to conclude that we don't like these Ding 
Dong School Books either. The test of time has pricked our first enthisiasm, and shown 
them up as insipid finger pointers to goody-goodyism and devoid of life's realities 
that the young do like, along with their ideals. Flat. Pictures by Mina Gow McLean. 


Book Elf Books Rand McNally 
Publ. Paper over board ea. 25¢ 


Ecuyer, Lee- ZIPPY GOES TO SCHOOL- Zippy of Zippy The Chimp, spends a hack- 
neyed day in school going through his paces and antics. His reward- for indicating 
Africa on the map- is a day's membership on the Safety Patrol, and the pictures that 
show all this are technicolored photographs plus garish art-work, to make Zippy look 
really r-r-r-real. A bit trying but there are those to whose sense of slapstick this 
will appeal. 


Jones, Mary Alice- BIBLE STORIES- A collection from the Old Testament in- 
cludes stories of the youth of David, Moses and Joseph, Ruth and Naomi, and Elisha. 
Each pinpoints an incident, retelling it in simple terms, for instance Joseph's search 
for his brothers or David's protection of his flock. Our objection is that they are 
told in a vacuum and that children will be surprised when they find out what happened 
next. Strawberries and cream pictures by Elizabeth Webbe. 


Ratzesberger, Anna- PETS- Cats, dogs, canaries, ponies, ducks, hamsters- 
these are foci for short lectures by the kids on Pet Day at school. Each child recit- 
ing informs the class about his own pet and how it lives. Colored pictures again by 
Elizabeth Webbe. 
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Sprinkle, Rebecca K.- JOHNNY THE FIREMAN- In the city Johnny dreams of being a 
fireman- and on a visit to his Aunt Jane's in the country he gets a chance. In the small 
town everyone volunteers, including Johnny, and there's more fun than fire. Colored pictures 


by Ruth Wood are "cute", and stereotyped. 


Sprinkle, Rebecca K.- PARAKEET PETER- Timmy is given a parakeet and has an excit- 
ing little time with him until the bird finally learns how to say "Happy Birthday’ - though 
it's no connection with Timmy's. A few odd facts about parakeets emerge as the story goes. 


Sugar-sweet pictures by Dorothy Grider. 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 





Caxton 
THE MAGIC CITY $2.50 


This static little story is set in Morocco. It has to do with the Ali Baba- like 
adventures of three Arab children and is about as flatly told as its circumstances are 
melodramatic. Hassan and his two sisters see a mirage city near their oasis. Investigat- 
ing it, they find a robbers' cave full of treasure and are on the point of being captured 
when the legionnaires come to the rescue. Pictures by Harold Peterson show an idealized 
desert world and set expressions on the characters' faces. (9/10). 


Berkebile, Fred D. 


Lippincott 


Lenski, Lois 
CORN-FARM BOY $3.00 

* This series of episodes in the life of the Hoffmans, an Iowa corn farm family is 
the latest in Lois Lenski's regional series and again shows the author's ability to capture 
a people- in their inner feelings, their daily life, and their concern with the methods of 
their livelihood. Dick, the youngest Hoffman boy and a recuperating victim of rheumatic 
fever, makes a vital central character. Through him, we are taken directly into the Hoffman 
household to relive the exciting time when a new tractor arrives; to hear the arguments 
between his father and his’ land lord, Uncle Henry, who thinks contour plowing is better ee 
than straight row; to harvest the corn and care for the animals. These are quickly moving, 
fascinating times, but not without their tragedies, the greatest of which is perhaps Dick's 
as he must realize that he is doing too much, that he must rest solidly for a year or more 
until he regains his full strength. A moving story that reaches to the 12 and 13 year 
old age levels. Illustrated with the author's familiar drawings. (9/22. LC: 54-8485) 


Oberreich, Robert Lippincott 
SUPER SUMMER $2.75 


Rob and Chet, the young Neills of The Magic Lake (1953) join their friends- Larry, 
Indian Tom and the boatsman-explorer, Uncle John Davis- at Tomahawk Lake for another vi- 
gorous Michigan summer. They have fun the thorough way, talking at top speed all the time,- 
and solve a mystery too. There is a haunted house nearby and a suspicious recluse, Monro 
by name, and when the boys uncover his past, (and remake his character when they save him 
from drowning) there's a thrilling story of a miser's gold behind it all. Drawings of 
wood and lake life by Charles Hargens. For 12's and 13's too. (9/22. IC: 54-7301) 


Orton, Helen Fuller Lippincott 
MYSTERY IN THE APPLE ORCHARD $2.00 


Stilted as her "mysteries" are, Helen Fuller Orton has a following her latest one 
won't decrease. The scene is the New York country side where crippled Timmy Brown comes to 
stay with Ronnie and Dee Waters on their farm. One day, snobbish Gloria comes to play with 
them sporting a diamond ring of her mother's and when she loses it, blames Timmy. But the 
loss helps Timmy, for he climbs the tree- overcoming his fear of the kind of fall that 
crippled him- finds the ring that had been taken by a crow and forces the denouement that 
reveals Gloria should't have been wearing the ring in the first place. Too much “tsk! toxi" & 


Illustrated by Robert Doremus. (9/22. IC: 54-8108) 
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Little, Brown 


Queen, Ellery, Jr. 
THE BLUE HERRING MYSTERY $2.75 

Young Djuna of The Yellow Cat Mystery and others, is on the hunt again, this 
time in his own Atlantic seaboard home town of Edenboro, to solve the mystery of the be- 
longings old Capt. Jonas Beekman left behind him. When the Beekman house is turned in- 
to a museum by a Mr. Kloop, there is also the suspicious druggist, Perry, to’contend 
with, and it soon becomes a question of who will find Capt. Beekman's cache of pearls 
first. He had muttered something like "blue herring” when he died, but it is Djuna who 
discovers that the pearls are hidden under a model of a blue heron, that Perry is the 
culprit and that Kloop is a detective in disguise. Lively hide and seek. Pictures by 


Barbara Corrigan. (9/20. Le: 54-8319) 


Gould, Jean Macmillan 


FISHERMAN 'S LUCK $2.50 


Turning from biography (see works on Thackeray and Jane Austen), Jean Gould 
tells a story of fishing on Lake Erie and the truth behind an undermining streak of 
bad luck. Taken on as helper by old Mr. Simon, a harum-scarum young Barney Brewster 
soon sobers and thrills to fishing near his small town home. The lake comes alive as 
Barney and Mr. Simon work its waters- as does the character of the whole industry when 
they are warned that their bad luck will reflect on the other fishermen, and as they 
discover the gang of fish gypsies who have been robbing them. Qualities of mood and 
setting recommend this. Drawings by George and Doris Hauman. (9/28) 

Macmillan 
THE SUGARBUSH FAMILY $2.00 


A happy family story, as the harried Kings, "the sugarbush family", have 
ordinary to fantastic episodes recorded in the author's familiar homey style (see her 
Broomtail, Herman the Brave Pig, etc.). Things begin to happen when Uncle Horace, 
along with a family of cats he can’t leave behind, goes north to hunt gold. At home, 
a cold stranger settles nearby, but ultimately turns out to be a friend in need, when 
he thwarts a run of bulls on the sugar pots. Of course Horace returns with the gold 
(and the cats had proved their worth) - and they all come to the realization that the 
best gold is the gold of the heart. Zhenya Gay's drawings add to the family-cum-fun- 
flavour and offset a bit of the excess maple syrup. (9/28) 


Mason, Miriam E. 


Macmillan 
GREENLAND WATERS $2.00 


The story of an Eskimo boy, Jako, is well paced and shows the mixture of old 
and new ways in northwestern Greenland. Jako and his sister Pipaluk live with their 
mother in an igloo and go to a Christian school in a nearby settlement. For Jako, a 
dreamer with an artistic nature, the conflict between becoming a hunter or a student, 
is solved when his whole family is invited to move to a larger town where Jako can pre- 
pare for school in Denmark. Along with the main events, there are quite graphic de- 
scriptions of the perils and pleasures of a primitive existence. A good “other lands” 
study, illustrated with Raymond Creekmore's strongly accented pictures. (9/28) 


Vaygouny, Margaret 


Morrow 
HENRY AND RIBSY $2.50 


* On condition that he keep his dog Ribsy out of trouble, Henry is offered a 
wonderful invitation- salmon fishing in September- and his appreciative audience (see 
Henry and Beezus and others ) is in store for more laughs at his efforts to gain that 
end. During August and September there are some half-dozen delightful disasters. Ribsy, 
as any dog would, steals a policeman's lunch, needles the garbage collector, takes 
flight and fright at wrong moments- but to blame or not to blame, there is profit for 
both boy and dog, and Henry gets his fish. Another Cleary hit. Louis Darling's brisk, 


clean pictures are to the point. (9/22. LC: 54-6402) 


Cleary, Beverly 
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Viking 


Clark, Ann Nolan 
BLUE CANYON HORSE Cloth: $2.75 





* A Newbery prize winner with another atmospheric story of a wild country- Utah, 
this time, where Ann Clark lived and worked among the Indians. There's a-stark simplicity 
of theme and free verse form that lends to the story of a mare and her colt and the Indian 
boy who loved them the beauty and feel of the canyon pasture and the mesa heights. The 
little mare deserts her owner and the quiet of the valley when she hears the call of free- 
dom. She joins a band of wild horse for a summer and a winter. And then- with her colt- 
she comes back to human friendship and the boy who loves her. When the boy kills a cougar 
that has landed on her back, she knows that through him she has found safety. The pictures 
by an Indian artist, Allan Houser, capture the quality of the setting and text. Not a book 
for an action-loving child, but for one to whom the rhythmic oneness of thought and text 
add meaning. Possibly more children at the read aloud level will like this than the second 
and third grader towards whom the publisher directs it. Two color lithography. J.L.G. (8/13) 


Winston 
SHOWBOAT HOLIDAY $2.50" 


Lee Wyndham's other book this fall (see Binkie’s Billions) is in a similar vein, 
about family difficulties of the gayer sort, with just a touch of theatricals thrown in. 
This time it is the four fatherless Taylors, ranging in age from 10 to 14 who decide that 
their sick mother should have a rest from cramped, busy New York life, and with brave, 
brash assurance rent a battered showboat at a Jersey shore town for the purpose. You can 
imagine what fun they have fixing it up, and what troubles. When their mother gets sick 
again, her self reliant brood decides to give up the city entirely. It all works cut when 
Mrs. Taylor gets a job in the local library. Sunny side up adventures, these bridge the 
8 - 11, 12 - 16 age groups. Pictures by Jean Macdonald Porter. (9/17. LC: 53-5122) 


Wyndham, Lee 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION » 
Leslie, Marguerite Coward -McCann 
THE FAMILY BOOK OF DOGS $2552 
“So. 


From Afghan to Zwergschnauzer (dwarf schnauzer to you), this is a well done first 
encyclopedia of dogs- containing upwards of 60 entries and much of its information in the 
fineline drawings of a dog a page, by Lumen Winter. Marguerite Leslie, it will be remember- 
ed, did a very nice little fantasy in 1951, called A Song For Arabella, an aptly researched 
comic opera on an early Stanley steamer. Her care for subject matter is evident and repeats 

itself here, in interesting facts of origin, habits, physical features etc., of legser 
known dogs (basenji, vizsla, weimaraner) as well as favorites. Family appeal. (o/h, 


Bishop, Claire Huchet Houghton, Mifflin 
MARTIN DE PORRES, HERO $2.50 


Third in Claire Huchet Bishop's lives of saints (see Christopher the Giant and 
Bernard and His Dogs) is the biography of the Spanish-Negro Dominican monk who worked as 
doctor and helper of the poor in a time and place of dramatic contrast- colonial Lima, 
Peru. In her characteristically spare style that goes quickly to the elements of a situ- 
ation, Mrs. Biship makes Martin de Porres the striking figure he was. One of those rare 
souls who loved all life before himself, Martin's strength of purpose led him to survive 
a climate of hatred and prejudice that pervaded his youth. He was educated in Guayaquil 
but returned to study medicine and become a Dominican lay brother- to do good by teaching 
and helping the unrecognized poor in a country that belonged to the rich. Though Martin 
died in 1639, he was beatified two centuries later and became Peru's Patron of Social 
Justice only in 1939. The book is a tribute to a life of love in a time of injustice. 
Bare, forceful pictures by Jean Charlot add to its stature. (8/25. LC: 54-10992) ¥ 
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Ripper, Charles L. Morrow 
BATS $2.00 


* That bats are clean and not inclined to fly into your hair, are but two 
small facts in this fascinating little book about them. In his simple text, accom- 
panied by his very accurate and descriptive pencil drawings on every page, Mr. Ripper 
tells a lot about bats- physiology, hearing mechanisms, life cycle, daily habits, and 
the many species from vampire to Oriental painted, and their world habitats. Too, he 
conveys his own interest in the balanced world of nature. (9/22. LC: 54-6360) 


Reynolds, Elizabeth Nelson 
A FIRE MIST--A PLANET $2.50 


Farth's story from its days as an offshoot of the sun is given rather stand- 
ard treatment here, occasionally marred by unqualified generalizations. Prefacing 
her chronology with a look at the universe and early mythological thinking, the author 
goes on to enumerate theories of origin, and describe earth's early geological develop- 
ment. Further chapters on each of the main stages of life bring the account through 
the new stone age and up to the present. Half truths like “people” (not the Romans) 
named Mars after the god of war, or that earth has a "comfortable" heat for us (only 
implying lifelessness elsewhere) mislead, but for a light survey, this is adequate. 
Pictures by Rus Anderson. (9/20. LC: 54-9877) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


American Heritage Series Aladdin 


9/27 Fa. $1.75 


This series sustains a high standard, While it is aimed for the average 
12-13 year old, the issues are simple enough and the type large enough for the good 
reader at fourth and fifth grade level While 1t is hard to define these as sthe- 
cifically fiction or non-fiction, the factual aspects are primarily background to 
the story, so we are listing them under FICTION. The books stress two character- 
istics:- the portrayal of a significant incident in American history, and the cutting 
and shaping of character to bring the incident into patriotic highlight (occasionally, 
we confess to feeling, with some neglect to a more fully rounded picture). 


Blackburn, Edith H.- THE BELLS OF CARMEL- The story of the development of the 
California missions under Father Junipero Serra is told in firm detail with Aptos, an 
Indian boy, as central character. One of the first converts at the Carmel Mission, 
Aptos soon becomes Father Serra's friend and helper, journeying with him to the various 
other missions along the coast and to the Spanish seats of government, both in Mexico 
and San Diego, to persuade governors and viceroys that the work of the missions should 
go on. There is a connection with the Revolutionary War too as Nat, a New England 
sailor, is shipwrecked and becomes Aptos' friend before he can return to fight. And 
at the last Aptos returns to his tribe in the Yosemite Valley to teach them the ways 
of the devout, long suffering Father Serra. A faithful tribute. Illustrated by 
Frank N. Nicholas. (LC: 54-6048) 


* Brown, Frances William- CAPTURED WORDS- Sequoya's remarkable feat of invent- 
ing the 86 symbols that enabled him to put the Cherokee language into words, is sus- 
pensefully told against the background of trial and error, discouragement and mistrust, 
and the faithful help from his daughter Oquana. As the story opens, Oquana is about 
12 and Sequoya, lame from his battle wounds, has been laboring over his symbols for 
years. Explaining his work to her, he discovers where he has gone wrong and together 
they evolve a simpler method- of signs for sounds instead of the many conceptual pic- 
tures Sequoya has drawn. But the rest of the tribe is suspicious of his work, and 
when his family makes the long move to a new life in Arkansas, much time and effort 
is lost before Sequoya and Oquana complete their task and are recognized. Recommended. 
Dignified drawings by L. F. Bjorklund. (LC: 54-6081) 
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* Brown, Slater- GRAY BONNETS- Religious controversy in New England 20 years after 
Roger Williams' exile is the issue dramatically highlighted in a story centering around 
young Dan Wilkins' attempts to free two Quaker girls from prison in suspicion-bound Boston. ee 
In on a ship from Barbados, the Quakers capture Dan's sympathies with their fearlessness 
and he soon risks his life in learning of their faith, realizing the bigotry of Governor 
Endicott, and blundering into enemy hands himself. Though the Quakers are released, Dan 
must flee to Providence and wait out the long months before he and others can go to London, 
petition Charles II and finally obtain the freedom to worship as they please. Simple but 
clear definitions of Quaker and Puritan beliefs and the more flagrant outrages of the con- 


troversy. Good- Pictures by Fritz Kredel. (LC: 54-6317) 


Derleth, August- LAND OF GRAY GOLD- Lead mining in Wisconsin in 1840 is the back- 
ground against which young Peter Trelawny a Welsh boy's story is told. With his father 
recently dead, Peter is head of the family when they come to the small town of Mineral Point 
to settle. But good things follow when Peter gets work in a mine and lead shipments, then as 
guard and gors. Later he is instrumental in capturing a lead robber and makes friends with 
Gov. Henry Dodge, who offers him a piece of land and a chance for the kind of future Peter 
wants- that of a free and independent farmer. The plot is a vehicle for mining information 
and values of personal freedom, but the author's knowledge of period and district (see his 
other titles) focus them sharply. Kathleen Elgin's drawings. (IC: 54-6148) | 


Granberg Wilbur J.- SONS OF THE BIG MUDDY- Wheatland, Dakota Territory, a small 
town on the west bank of the Missouri, is the home of young Lars whose adventures tell the 
struggle of the Scandinavian wheat farmers to gain a solid footing in the new land. As 
printer's devil for Einar Jensen's Norwegian weekly, Lars sees the issues first hand. He 
sees that the townspeople should learn English and that a Mr. Appleton, typical of the big 
grain tycoons, whose control on prices and volume of land sale is ablock to progress, mst 
be stopped. Einar's editorials instigate Appleton's attempts to wreck the press, but 
Einar and Lars improvise and win out- for adult education and the promise of larger home- 3 
steads. A climactic ending brings plaudits and praises all the way around. Illustrated by 


James V. Medler. (IC: 54-6419) 


Lane, Frederick A.- A FLAG FOR LAFITTE- The complex circumstances surrounding the 
Battle of New Orleans are aired in a story that centers on a young French boy's role in the 
attempts to persuade Lafitte to fight for the American side. As an example of the many 
loyalties splitting the city, Philip Duval, who works in the lawyer Edward Livingston's 
office, is in a quandary himself as his father never gave acceptance to the Louisiana 
Purchase. But under the British threat Philip helps get a message to Lafitte who in the 
hope of pardon, decides to fight for the Americans- where his true sympaties lie in spite 
of Gov. Claiborne's hostility. The Duvals too, see the purpose of new unity and play their 
part in winning the day with Jackson's forces. Patriotic. Dashing drawings by Leonard 


Vosburgh. (LC: 54-6150) 


Lane, Frederick A.- THE GREATEST ADVENTURE- A fictionalization of Jack London's 
life retells the story of his San Francisco Bay youth, describing his formative years until 
he left for the Klondike. Here is London at 16 and 17- a boy in a poor family who manages 
to buy his own boat and join a gang of oyster pirates until he regrets his misdemeanor; a 
boy of serious mind who wants to read as much as he wants to adventure. The conflicting 
desires are convincingly played up against his poverty, and there is the sense of real 
struggle as Jack gets as much education as possible and finally begins to write. Melo- 
dramatically told, but definitely the kind of book that beckons to The Call of the Wild 
rather than the call of the comics. Pictures by Sidmey Quinn. (IC: 54-6151) 
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Latham, Jean Lee- MEDALS FOR MORSE- There is a certain light touch (perhaps 
a finger on a telegraph key? ) to this biography Samuel F. B. Morse, painter and in- 
ventor, but the vital facts of his life are present in adequate detail. Boyhood ex- 
periences in school and college set the scene for the development of his character- 
independent and unconventional- and his ambition- to be a great painter of Americana. 
As he studies in Europe, struggles at home and lives through the death of his wife, 
there is warmth to the story. Though the sense of frustration, through the years it 
took him to succeed with the telegraph, is glossed over by a casual style, the por- 
trait of him is at least companionable if not deep. Douglas Gorsline's pictures 

have a stipped effect. (LC: 54-6154 ) 


Verrall, Charles Spain- MEN OF FLIGHT- A survey of the progress of American 
aviation from the turn of the century to the battle of the Coral Sea takes the form 
of war correspondent Andrew Simpson's life story. It is a life which since boyhood 
had always been connected with flying and with his cousin Lucky. Though living mostly 
in New York, the boys are on the spot at various momentous happenings- when Dr. Lang- 
ley crashes his flying machine; at Kitty Hawk; and later at some of Glen Curtiss’ 
trials. Interim thoughts and escapades bring out the development abroad, public 
opinion, the Curtiss-Wright controversies etc.- until Lucky becomes a flier, Andy a 
newsman and they both partake in a dramatic Coral Sea battle. Informal but informa- 
tive. Pictures by William Heaslip. (IC: 54-6152) 


Wellman, Manly Wade- GRAY RIDERS- General J.E.B. Stuart's dashing Civil War 
career is given its due in a story of 14 year old Jesse Holt whose sympathies are 
Southern more by chance than honest conviction. Orphaned and with neutral guardians 
on his Maryland farm, Jesse has gone pro-South from school connections in Baltimore. 
At the first chance he escapes to rebel troops camped nearby, becomes Stuart's courier 
and thrills to the chain of successful raids before Gettysburg, the while worshipping 
Stuart as any boy would. But when Stuart is killed and Jesse himself taken captive 
by Grant, a talk with Grant changes his mind towards slavery and causes him to wonder 
if Stuart could have taken defeat like a man. Not too convincing. Cream and sugar 
drawings by Frederick T. Chapman. (LC: 54-6153) 


Seth, Ronald John Day 
OPERATION GETAWAY $2.75 


This account, in the first person, of the attempt by a British secret agent 
to smuggle out the 12 year old son of a Polish atomic scientist from behind the Iron 
Curtain is breve as well as bold, and manages a maximum of split-second excitement. 
Parachuting down on Poznina soil, Grant was first sighted by a young man on a bicycle 
(whom he knocked out), and then- to evade a large patrol of soldiers- found himself- 
literally- up a tree, but came down to be taken prisoner. Once jailed, he disposed 
of the guard and escaped in his clothes, to reach the house of the boy's uncle- and 
from there- in a truck loaded with pigs- to Jan’s home. A dead man provided a second 
alias, and with Jan- who proved a cool collaborator- they reached a farmhouse where, 
in the outlet of a water tank, they escaped the pursuant PKW (the secret police). 

Jan, with a bad ankle, slowed the journey- but a freight train took them to their 

next stop- an inn- where they were betrayed- and again on the run, they were helped 

to the border by a smuggler who was to die on the way. Finally, on skis, they crossed 
the frontier- but not before a bullet had found its target- in Grant.... A touch and 
very much on the go affair, assisted by aplomb and favored by chance. (8/2. LC :54-10314 ) 


Cavalcade Books Doubleday 
9/9 Fa. $2.50 
A new series - in which adventures against historical pertods are written 


by established adult authors for younger readers, teen agers and young adults. The 
names of the contributors speak for themselves, though some may give one pause, when 
considered as writers for youth. Caution to buyers:- authors sometimes tend, when 
writing for the first time for younger readers, to oversimplify, so that one gets an 
impression of dehydration. The Frank Yerby, reviewed below, is an example. 
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Llewellyn, Richard- THE WITCH OF MERTHYN=* An enchanting book, which proves that 
the author of How Green Was My Valley needs the magic of his native Wales to spark his 
This is a "tale of smuggling in the time of scarlet capes and the red tricorne." * 

Napoleon's fleet hung off the rugged coast of Wales. The Welsh were beset with excisers 
seeking smugglers, with the British demanding their rights of suzerainty. To this Lady 
Sara, gently born and reared in a Belgian convent, returns and finds herself more than 
heir to her father's tartar spirit and her grandmother's fire and zest. She finds too 
that where love enters in, she must choose for herself. There are stormy passages as 
Sara finds her own way, organizes the rabble of women to stand up to the men, and wins 
all her battles. And there's a rowdy quality of rebellious people in a story which has 

a unique background. Not quite the passion, or the grandeur of How Green Was My Valley, 
but a fine entertainment which excuses the books in between. (ILC: 54-7669) 


talent. 


Slaughter, Frank G.- APALACHEE GOLD- To the authentic annals of Cabeza de Vaca 
and his expedition from Cuba to Florida to Mexico, Slaughter adds a slight story which is 
at best serviceable, as the long jungle journey endures- and is endured by Pedro Morales, 
de Vaca's nephew. The Spaniards set out- Pedro with the memory of the beautiful Dolores 
and her gamine younger sister Maria; De Narvaez, the unprincipled governor of Florida, 
with the promise of Apalachee gold. But snakes, Indians, fever and thirst are an even 
more luxuriant reality; a miraculous healing during an epidemic assuages the Indians as 
well- and Pedro travels on alone with another man- and finally after weeks and months 
reaches Culiacan, and Maria, who has developed fully by now. News that De Alvaraz is 
capturing Indians as slaves returns Pedro to action- De Alvaraz is finally taken- the 
Indians freed- and with the conquest done, whose is the ordeal? (LC: 54-7668) 


Yerby, Frank- BRIDE OF LIBERTY- A slight, romantic tale of the American Revolu- 
tion from the pen of Frank Yerby is a complete surprise, in its simplicity and innocuous- 
ness. The setting at the start is New York when the Tories are confident that the ragged eo 
gangs that called themselves rebels would soon be put down. The Knowles sisters, lovely 
spoiled Kathy and 15-year-old Polly, were in love with the same boy, Ethan, who was an 
ardent rebel, though in their own social bracket. In the course of the rugged years of 
struggle Polly followed his example, while Kathy thought herself secretly wed to a nobly 
born British officer, who turned out to have a wife and children at home. And Ethan slowly 
and painfully dislodged Kathy from his heart and found at the war's end, that it had always 
been Polly. A fairly obvious tale, without much to contribute to a many times explored 


period of history. (LC: 54-7595) 

Faulkner, Nancy Doubleday 

SIDE SADDLE FOR DANDY $2.-75 

Colonial Carolina during the threat of the French and Indian wars is the back- 
ground of Nancy Faulkner's third book about the period (see Rebel Drums- 1952 and The 
West is on Your Left Hand- 1953). Coupled with an impending raid on the Clark's large 
estate, is the story of the making of a lady- for motherless young Dandy has been raised 
as a boy in a man's world- until Aunt Cordelia and a cousin, Polly, appear on the scene. 
Chafing at Aunt Cordelia's bit of propriety, Dandy makes her bargains, has her adventures. 
She and Polly make friends by exchanging ways of life- the rough for the polite. Then with 
her brother Chris, Dandy finds a wounded Cherokee, and through him they are able to stave 


off the pro-French Shawnees. For tens and elevens as well. Period piece drawings by 
Marguerite de Angeli. (9/23. LC: 54-9841) 
Dillon, Eilis Funk & Wagnalls 


THE SAV SEBASTIAN $2.75 


People who liked The Lost Island (1954) will like this too. It's another Irish 
sea mystery- without the ghostliness of the former, but supplied with international brig- | 


The time is about 1850 and young Pat Hernon is saddled with a situation 
Pat 





andry instead. 
when he finds the old sailing ship San Sebastian abandoned on the rocks near home. 


meets two fugitives then- Manuel and Juan, each of whom claim rights to the ship while 
accusing the other of theft. Their background they say is Chilean- and though their 
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stories are proved false they are not entirely so, for later the San Sebastian ig proved 
to have a cargo of gold from the Chilean revolutionary funds and Manuel and Juan are 
members of a gang of water thieves operating as fishermen from Spain. Side plots and 
historical highlights whip up to more than sea breezes. Handsome block prints by 
Victor Mays who wrote and illustrated Fast Iron last year. (9/13. LC: 54-11301) 


Stanford, Don Funk & Wagnalls 
THE RED CAR $2.75 


Basic to enthusiasm for this is enthusiasm for sports car racing. With that 
premise, for that market, this is a natural. A startling combination of vivid prose, 
touching characterization, the mysterious yen for danger put plenty of fuel into the 
workings. That the book stresses too safety, responsibility and love of work makes for 
precautionary factors. This is 16-year old Hap Adams' story, and the setting is a 
resort town in Colorado, where a Frenchman of shady past runs a garage- and an accident 
lands a wrecked M.G. - Hap's dream car- in the shop. Hap goes to work for Frenchie, 
ownership of the car his goal. He makes a deal with its driver, Arata, a racing man, 
puts through a deal with the insurance people, and wins over his father's objections. 
The climax comes when frenchie and Hap win a brutal N.S.C.A. race to even a score 
between Arata and frenchie. It has its danger points, but is charged with momentum. 
Snappy pictures by George Tricoglon, Jr. (9/13. LC: 54-9735) | 


Hanover House Headliners Hanover House- Doubleday 


9/7 ea. $1.50 


du Maurier, Daphne- THE KING'S GENERAL- Adapted by Lee Wyndham 
Gebler, Ernest- THE PLYMOUTH ADVENTURE- Adapted by Evelyn S. Lampman 


See page 289 of the May 15th (1954) Bulletin for the report on the first 
titles in the new Hanover House series- of historical novels rewritten for young adult 
readers. Now, our opinion stands unchanged. We still think the adaptations are un- 
necessary. We repeat that when the books first came out we recommended most of them 
for young adults and for our tastes they remain more palatable and interesting in 
their original forms, but undoubtedly the adaptations will have their "quick dose” 
appeal and may do their bit in the weaning process- away from escape literature and 
the comics. 


Newell, Hope Harper 
PENNY"S BEST SUMMER $2.75. 


Pleasant tale telling, but unimportant, in a companionable story of two 13- 
year olds and a blend of summer doings on a farm, mixed-up romance, and an oil strike. 
Agewise, it hits between the 8-11 and the 12-16, and cuts yet another facet of the 
author's output. Her Little Woman Carries On was for read aloud level; A Cap for Mary 
Ellis was a story of nurses' training, in a colored school. Here, Crane comes along 
when her father brings his family to Mrs. McKean's farm to dig for oil. This gives a 
certain undercurrent of suspense to a nice story of friendships formed. Slight but 
warm, Pictures by W. T. Mars. (9/22,1C: 54-8975) 


MacKaye, David Loring Longmans, Green 
PAT'S NEW WORLDS $3.00 


Pat Boyle of Galway, Ireland, is the hero of some fine adventure, that comes 
about as a result of his emigration to America in 1847. MacKaye's work has been of 
uneven quality, but this is definitely to his credit, for as 17 year old Pat makes his 
way, there is a ring of authenticity to all he does. After a stormy voyage, his mother 
is employed as cook to a wealthy family and Pat makes friends with their son Wowser. 

By accident then, Pat meets the now famous Prof. Agassiz out walking, and the beginnings 
of a scientific career are established. At college, Pat comes into contact with other 
great lights- Holmes, Longfellow and Parkman- but he also proves himself against his 
former Irish contemporaries who think he has gone highbrow, and he helps Wowser find a 
lost uncle. Quite absorbing. Illustrated by Richard Bennett. (9/22. LC: 54-9207) 
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Longmans, Green 


Rydberg, Ernie 
SIXTEEN IS SPECIAL $2.50 
* This is a good teen age story- refreshingly free from cliches and glamouritis c 
and peopled with flesh and blood characters whose real and ordinary problems are told 
with humor and a fine ear for life. Like Bright Summer (1953) a story of migrant Mexicans 
near Los Angeles, this is set in southern California, in San Diego. Its heroine is or- 
phaned "McGuire" who lives at her Aunt Mary's boarding house and though she is the kind 
of girl we'd all like to be, she's easily within reach. She's gay, serious, idealistic 
and down to earth. Her closest friends are Wimpy and her brother Bascom, whose lawyer 
father gives them his workshop for a gang club house. Her main interest besides Bascom, 
is to win a sociology scholarship for college and to further her aims, McGuire almost 
loses Bascom when she befriends the errant, hot-rodding Scat and persuades him to join 
a car club and speed with safety. But at the end the kids are all off to college with a 


healthy start on life. Good going. (9/22. LC: 54-7683) 


Longmans, Green 


Thompson, Mary Wolfe 
GREEN THRESAHOLD $2.50 
Mary Thompson has done a number of books- in varying degrees of success-dealing 
with teen agers. The Steadfast Heart (1951) came to grips with real issues and was 4 
first rate story; Hillhavenwas a somewhat disappointing romance-cum-career tale, along 
orthodox lines. Now comes Green Threshhold where again problems of emotion and a career 
must be worked out. Vermont is the setting; Ginger at 16, and her architect brother, 
Hal, a badly disabled veteran, have come there for Hal's mental and physical health. 
Ginger had wanted to become an architect too, and her disappointment is intense as she ad- 
mits lack of talent. Only when she learns that her bent for mathematics offers its own 
solution, does she find her own balance. There are other setbacks, as money is a problem- 
and Hal fears that his girl is in love with another man. But finally things straighten I 


out and they come through. True blue. (9/22. LC: 54-9208) 


Macrae Smith 


Lyon, Jessica 
TO HAVE AND NOT HOLD $2.50 

20 year Old Gwen Jeffreys gets her first taste of New York and of true love in 
a story that deals quite firmly with many of the problems a girl can meet in the big city. 
At the outset Gwen is living with an aunt and uncle and newly interested in Phil, a young 
draftsman at the architect's firm where she works as a secretary. When she and Phil find 
they want to be married, and when Gwen's relatives move away, Gwen goes to stay with an 
abstract artist's family, the McCunes, whom Phil knows well and who give Gwen a taste of 
"pohemianism", family style. Paralleling this, are the developments in Phil's world of 
architecture. Classes four nights a week begin to make Gwen jealous, and at the office, 
the frowzy wife of one of the bosses with whom Phil must dine unexpectedly- is the straw 
that breaks the camel's back in his relationship with Gwen. They quarrel and break and 
it takes some maturing on Gwen's part before a rather melodramatic reconciliation. More 
adult than most young books, this hits at 16 and 17 year old interests, but still lacks 
the adequate probing of an effective character study. (9/?. LC: 54-10362) 


Scholz, Jackson Morrow 
END ZONE $2.00 


The latest in Mr. Scholz' long line of sport stories is about football at a 
small Vermont college, but its plot is thin. When freshman Jay McKay, determined to be 
an engineer, states in an interview that football is not his dish, the students get so & 
mad at him, that he starts to play. He becomes a star, but only seems to do his best 
when his rival Sid Duval is on the field- until he makes a touchdown and really discovers 
the thrill of the game itself. End zone maybe- but slightly out of bounds. Could a 
student body, even a wildly enthusiastic one, make a supposedly independent soul into 
a football star? (9/22. LC: 54-7950) 
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Hennagin, Alice Nelson 
THIRD DAUGHTER $2.50 


6 A romance of pioneer days in Oregon, takes Sarah Connor, third daughter in 
& large family bound for the Willamette Valley- away from her true love to work off 
a debt with the Harlans who run an inn in Deschutes Canyon. The plot is thin, most 
of its length stemming from the regional description that is the book's more credit- 
able aspect. Sarah's year with the rather disagreeable Harlans is not marked by much 
more than a chain of unsuitable suitors while she pines for distant Ted, also settled 
in Willamette. Sure that Ted is losing interest when she gets no letters, she is more 
and more convinced he has fallen for her wily older sister Nell- until Ted visits her 
and they find that letters were blocked and that their love stands true. Slight. 
(9/20. LC: 54-9874) 


Merrell, Leigh Nelson 
TENOCH $2.50 


This novel of a Spanish-Indian boy's trip up the California coast in the 
days of post-Cortez explorations has its touching moments and makes a good historical 
adventure. Jailed for insubordination, resentful Tenoch gets his chance to sail on 
the San Salvador, second of a two ship expedition. The other ship is the Vittoria 
and among all hands- officers and men- is the network of personal problems, particularly 
Tenoch's whose Spanish father had left his Indian mother when Tenoch was a baby- to 
hunt for gold in Guatemala. Mutiny and prejudice smoulder on sea and land; there is 
the added question of local Indians as the ships go from place to place. But Tenoch 
begins to see that there are good Spaniards as well as bad and his growing maturity 
prepares him for the discovery that Olmeda, captain of the Vittoria is his father. 
Searching and well handled in its many elements. (9/20. LC: 54-9875) 


Collin, Hedvig | Viking 
THE GOOD LUCK TREE $2.50 


The story of three girls who build their own house on a plot of land near 
Copenhagen has a bouncy ebullience that may leave you breathless but not unimpressed. 
Nell, Olga and Jette are around 14, artistically minded and full of vim, vigour and 
vitality. Nell is an orphan and doesn't have her Aunt Clara's blessing to go cavorting 
around with her two friends, but with her uncle's support and the help of an inheri- 
tance,earnings, and Danish ingenuity- they build a small dreamhouse from the founda- 
tions up. Plotless in a sense, for the concentration is almost solely on the house- 
but it's a tasty slice of Danish life and youthful enthusiasm. Atmospheric drawings 
by the author. (9/24) 





Coombs, Charles Westminster 
CELESTIAL SPACE, INC. $2.50 


0 Humor should be the saving grace in this story of a youngster's hoax, but 
for our money it goes too far into the realm of fantasy. Eddie Winston lives in River- 
dale, a town bypassed by progress. but yearning for Ajax Aircraft to build nearby and 
bring it to life. Eddie is bursting with zany ideas, and succeeds in getting the judge 
to sign a deed to space 100 light years in all directions, and with his pals, Brick and 
Jane, he puts on the antics of ownership to draw visitors from all around. The town 
takes a new lease on life, visitors make it popular, and Ajax takes notice and builds 
its plant. Somehow it doesn't come off-it's light years away. (9/20. LC:54-6985) 





Westminster 
CANNONS OVER NIAGARA $2.75 


§ The time is 1812, the cannons those of the British and Americans,and Niagara 
the scene of the battles shot with Indian rivalry as well as international misgivings. 
The Mohawk and Seneca tribes were particularly prominent in the struggle- as the adven- 


Hubbell, Harriet Weed 
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tures of young Eben Bascom serve to point up, for when the story begins Eben is taken 

captive by the Mohawks away from his family who have come to settle in York State. Two 

years with the Indians teaches Eben something other than love for the tribe. When he Ps 
escapes to Buffalo he is harbored by the Buttons who run a Tavern and here is given his 

chance to join the American forces, acting as courier for Gen. Porter. Eben's previous 
experiences prove valuable and the final rewards lead him again to his family. So-so. 


(9/20. LC: 54-6984) 


Ware, Leon Westminster 
$2.50 


THE PHANTOM OF THE BRIDGE 


There is something gripping about this struggle- of a poor boy left alone in 
a city (presumably San Francisco?) who sticks to high ideals despite overwhelming odds- 
one of them being a homelessness that leads him to a makeshift dwelling beneath the struc- 
ture of the huge, inspiring bridge. Tommy Murname's mother is dead and his father is a 
lawless bum who shames him. But Tommy is endowed with a basic sense of decency that en- 
ables him to keep a stiff upper lip, his old friends and the goal of a good education. 
Threatened with the prospect of being taken over by Welfare when his father drifts away, 
Tommy goes to the bridge- under the guise of living with another family- and during his 
days there becomes known as its mysterious phantom when he dissuades two suicides. Par- 
alleling this, his daily life of work, school and friendships build to the good until 
Tommy is given the chance to become an engineer. Not truly profound, but inspirational 
and unsentimental, this should prove its worth to many readers. (9/20. LC: 54-6429) 


Bialk, Elisa World 
MARTY GOES TO HOLLYWOOD $2.50 
Marty of Marty (1953) seems destined to fulfill every teen ager's dreamlife. ¥ 


If you want this sort of wishful thinking prescription for career-cum-romance, Elisa 
Bialk hands it out. (I wish she'd stick to her last; her books for younger girls are 
good.) Marty's first stint as reporter, at 17, on the Chicago Express is followed by 

@ Hollywood assignment, where she is to get the dope on the aspirations of young would- 
be-screen stars. She has the sort of time any stagestruck teen ager aspires to. For 
the main thread of story, Marty meets Ellen, a small town girl with hopes for a screen 
career, at the boarding house where they are staying. Ellen is in debt and her luck 
goes from bad to worse. Marty senses something very wrong from the start; she's in a 
position to pull Ellen out of a jam with the police, and she sends her home a disillu- 
sioned but wiser girl. Marty, meantime, gets the breaks that lead to good copy. She 
gets a bit part; she has a star as escort; she interviews the top lights; and she builds 
herself quite a glamour tale. Smoothly written, for palatable consumption. (9/20. 


LC: 54-8175) 


World 


Grant, Bruce 
WARPATH $2.75 
Bruce Grant has several centers of interest in his chosen field- Americana and 
American history- for example, see his Cowboy Encyclopedia and two novels about the war 
of 1812, Eagle of the Sea and Captain of Old Ironsides. Now he turns to the Comanche 
wars in a story whose vigor and authenticity will excuse a lot of its heavy handedness. 
16 year old Brick Burnett is the hero whose return to the whites after four years of 
Indian captivity precipitates a loyalty problem that plays itself out against the cul- 
minating siege of the Texas town of Adobe Walls. With a yearning for both ways of life, 
Brick feels he must escape to rescue his younger brother Sul, a captive in another tribe. 
Doing so, he falls in with an outfit of buffalo hunters operating from Adobe Walls and ay 
stays with them when they promise to help find Sul. When the gigantic raid comes, Brick 
fights with the whites, but is captured, then freed by the Indians who must go down in 
a defeat that has its studied overtones of misunderstanding on both sides, but pays its 
final homage to the white man's way. Pictures by Jacob Landau. (9/20. LC: 54-8170) 
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Real Books Garden City 
9/7 $1.50 


* Coy, Harold- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT GOLD- From writing about figures on the 
American scene (see his Real Books on George Washington and Andrew Jackson) Harold 
Coy changes to a portrait of a mineral- historical, physical and chemical. It is a 
romantic subject and he makes the most of its possibilities. First, there is the way 
gold was obtained, used, and the way it figured culturally- from ancient Egypt to the 
present day. Fascinating events- King Solomon's mining, Croesus' fabulous wealth, 
the fantastic ornaments of the Incas and the Aztees - are related skillfully in the 
light of world history. So is the saga of the '49ers and Jack London's days in the 
Klondike. Coming down to gold itself, Mr. Coy explains its atomic makeup, scientific 
uses, where it goes after it's scrapped, and for his last chapter there the rudiments 
of the gold standard and international economics. Where the interest lies, this will 
absorb. Harper Johnson's pictures. 


Epstein, Samuel & Williams, Beryl- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT THE SEA- The Epsteins 
are as much at home at sea as they seem to be elsewhere. And if another book at this 
level - other than Ferdinand C. Lane's All About the Sea (Random House-1953. See P.535) 
is needed, this might be definitive. Clearly organized, as are all their books, this 
opens with earth's evolution, and the theories advanced by scientists about the seas' 
beginnings. Underwater geology comes and then fact builds on fact,- the interesting 
way tides behave, the interrelationship of currents and oceans and climates, the array 
of ocean life from plankton to whales. Next how man makes use of all these things, 
for food, for transportation, for minerals, and so on. This and Lane could provide 
the connecting link to Rachel Carson. Pictured by Si Frankel. 


Norman, Charles Harper 
TO A DIFFERENT DRUM $2.50 


For young readers, this will personalize Thoreau the man who wrote Walden 
and add credit to Charles Norman's varied record- which has included an excellent 
life of Shakespeare, The Playmaker of Avon (McKay, 1949). It is a quiet biography, 
as quiet as Thoreau himself and quite simply takes him through his life, thoughts and 
the writings that made him a leader among the New England philosophers. A skillful 
combination of narrative and literary comment starts with a picture of Thoreau at 
Walden. Backflashing then, we see him as a youth in Concord and at Harvard, his grow- 
ing sense of solitude furthered by an unrequited love. As a free thinker, his career 
as a teacher was short lived, but he went on to become the friend of Emerson, of Whit- 
man, of nature and of society. A dignified tribute to the man of terse truths and 
basic elements. Illustrated by Margaret Bloy Graham. (9/22. LC: 54-8977) 


Gaer, Joseph Little, Brown 
THE ADVENTURES OF RAMA $3.00 


This interpretation of the *amayana, the adventures of the Hindu God Vishnu 
in his earthly life, follows the original texts and scriptures, and adds support to 
Mr. Gaer's already well earned reputation as a religionist. The steps in Rama's life 
are familiar. There is his unjust banishment from the northern kingdom, the wander- 
ings southward with his beloved Sita, her capture by the wicked Ravan, her recapture 
with the help of the monkeys and the final triumph of good. It is an exciting story. 
Mr. Gaer has added good notations, explaining the various extant versions and the 
evolution from earliest times, in itself fascinating material. Stylized drawings 
by Randy Monk. Try reading it aloud to the 8 to ll's. (9/16. LC: 54-8317) 


Clairmonte, Glenn Nelson 
JOHN SUTTER OF CALIFORNIA $2.50 


Good- this new biography of the youthful Sutter, for it portrays Sutter's 
role as paternalistic empire builder in vivid terms against the background of the per-~ 
iod and Sutter's individuality. The account starts with Sutter en route to California, - 
unprepossessing but self-possessed, a man who could await an Indian attack and then make 
friends instead of fighting. With California his dream, a trick of fortune took him first 
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to Hawaii, then to Alaska, and finally the Spanish gave him a land deed and the opportun- 
ity to build his famous fort and to gather settlers around him. Always sympathetic to 
the U.S., Sutter played a patriotic role during the struggle with Mexico before the gold 
was found, and it is in this role he is presented, rather than in the aftermath of the 
ruin the gold rush brought him. Within its limitations, excellent. (9/20. LC:54-9878) 





Edelman, Lily Nelson 
HAWAII, U.S.A. $2.50 
This has a vigor to its reportage that recreates a place rising in national 
interests- and the fresh mark of a person who has lived there. Aspect by aspect, it is 
Hawaii from the young person's point of view. Wisely, the author starts off with a very 
lively conversation between a group of teen agers- some of whom have been away to college 
in the States. Airing their views they conclude that there are a lot of misconceptions 
(Islanders don't dress in hula skirts or speak English “amazingly well" etc.) and the 
following chapters are what could be a student's informal survey of Island life. Home, 
work, and school are three of the particular chapter subjects and these are buttressed 
by more general material on Hawaii, its history, its many nationalities and its over- 
whelmingly good contributions towards a rightful goal: statehood. Fact full and real- 
istic- not an account of a Pacific paradise but a place on earth. Illustrated with 


photographs. Recommended. (9/20. LC: 54-9876) 


All About Books Random House 
ea. $1.95 


9/2h 


Andrews, Roy Chapman- ALL ABOUT WHALES- "Leviathan told"- by this authority who 
knows his facts and how to present them interestingly. The humpback, the sulphurbottom 
(a whopping 110 feet), the finback, the killer- these are a sampling of the varieties Roy 
Chapman Andrews talks about in fascinating detail as to habit, and habitat, evolution and 
physical characteristics. Meanwhile, he has interspersed his data with many a whaling @ 
experience- personal and historical- that bring these fabulous mammals into romantic per- 
spective and will spur definite interest in more. study or a book like Robertson's Of Whales 


and Men. Plunging pictures by Thomas W. Voter. (LC: 54-7001) 


Freeman, Ira M.- ALL ABOUT THE WONDERS OF CHEMISTRY- A well rounded introduction 
to the field of chemistry branches out from a historical introduction (alchemy and the four 
elements) to the rudiments of chemical study- change, the elements and their compounds in 
the world's make-up. Chapters on particular important materials include oil, steel, rubber, 
fibres and plastics. These a supplemented by thumbnail sketches on biochemistry and medical 
chemistry. Substantial, interestingly presented information, but we'd advise checking on 
method before recommending it to school use. Illustrated by George Wilde. (LC: 54-7002) 


Lane, Ferdinand C.- ALL ABOUT THE INSECT WORLD- For similar value compare this to 
The Real Book About Bugs, Insects and Such by Jane Sherman (Garden City, 1952) for both 
books cover their material roughly to the same extent. Mr. Lane's survey is just as com- 
petent. He begins with a chapter about the insect world in general. Then he defines "in- 
sect" and comments on the typical common factors in life cycles before going on to discuss 
the main classes and the principle kinds of insects in each. The silkworm, bees and ants 
are the high spots in the book, given more attention than other examples. But the latter 
aren't neglected and material on butterflies,moths, beetles, dragonflies,true bugs, water 
insects, wasps, houseflies and mosquitoes, give a full quota of information. Illustrations 
are by Matthew Kalmenoff, many of them excellently detailed. (IC: 54-7000) 


Landmark Books Random House 


9/20 $1.50 


In this latest output of LANDMARK BOOKS, there seems to be a marked difference Po 
in some of them as to age level. Again, we're placing them all in the 12.- 16 section 
with the stipulation as.before that they be read by 10 year olds too according to inter- 
est, but for the more marked differences for instance between the simplicity of the Fulton 
and Audubon biographies and the far more detailed book on Dolly Madison, please note 





individual reports 
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Hill, Ralph Nading- ROBERT FULTON AND THE STEAMBOAT- Sidewheeler Saga (1953 
p. 212) places Ralph Nading Hill as a ready biographer of the man who made the side- 
wheelers possible. Like Morse, Robert Fulton started out as a painter. Forth from a 
poor boy's struggle for economic security in Philadelphia, Fulton went to England to 
study with Benjamin West, but for him the break with art came sooner, when at the age 
of 30 he realized that for him art was long and life short and steam was on his mind. 
It had been since his youthful interest in science and mechanics and with a dream 
to make a submarine to end wars, he went to France and built one ata blacksmith's shop 
in Rouen. His trials with the French and British governments were ignominious but ended 
in achievement, for Fulton went home to build the Clermont and start a new era. Hill's 
spare prose makes this a departure from the chattier landmark books, but well developed 
facts are clean and straight from the shoulder. Pictures by Lee J. Ames. (LC: 54-7020) 


* Kelly, Regina Z.- LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS- An excellent outline profile of a 
historical situation, this cross-cut analysis of pre-Civil War issues is told in a 
form seldom run across in juveniles. Where the lives of the two protagonists are told, 
it is only as they relate to the problems at hand- slavery and the Kansas-Nebraska Bill- 
and the debates instead emerge as the real central characters. Dramatically, the ac- 
count begins with a town meeting in Boston's Faneuil Hall showing the various opinions- 
abolition- containment, Union first, pro-slavery. Moving then to Douglas' career we 
see him as the brilliant politician he was- a man who lacked caution and insight but 
who was smart enough to woo Southern support for the railroad he wanted to build. Con- 
ditions in Kansas itself deepen the account to the point where Douglas’ path crosses 
with Lincoln's in a blaze that was nevertheless brought to control under the common 
aim of preserving the Union. Stopping short of the War's start, this sets the causes 
in perspective in an interesting, valuable manner. Recommended. Clifford Geary's 
drawings. (LC: 54-8115) 


Kieran, Margaret & John- JOHN JAMES AUDUBON- The Kierans' name should lend 
impetus to this biography of Audubon, but for reading, the book is disappointingly repe- 
titious and not what we expected from the nature enthusiasts. True, the events in 
Audubon's life- a nature-loving boyhood in France, youth and business incompetence in 
America, publication in London and success- are told with a commendable directness 
colored with references to the birds he knew and his temperamental problems. But we are 
told each thing three or four times. Too long is spent on his unstudious youth and on 
mere statements about his long suffering Lucy or his painting treks in later life. We 
would like to go with him but too often feel left out. As it is, this seems to hit at 
a lower age level than Dolly Madison or Lincoln and Douglas. Drawings by Christine Price. 


(LC: 54-6269) 


Mayer, Jane- DOLLY MADISON- A better and more substantial portrait than the 
author's Betsy Ross and the Flag, though its value lies more in its quality as a period 
piece, than in the penetration of character. The story opens with Dolly Payne at fifteen 
and the move to Philadelphia from Virginia; it goes on to her marriage to John Todd and 
its brief duration as it ended with his death of yellow fever. Dolly's vivacity, 
despite her Quaker background, her love of society, parties and pretty things, all con- 
tributed to shaping her into the young woman James Madison soon came to notice. His 
story- and the part he was playing in politics of the day- complement Dolly's story, 
until they merge in marriage, and their public life in Philadelphia and Washington. 
Illustrated by Walter F. Buehr. (IC: 54-6266) 


McNeer, May- THE WAR CHIEF OF THE SEMINOLES- May McNeer is in familiar terri- 
tory (see her story Up A Crooked River, 1952 p. 506) as she writes the biography of 
Osceola who led the Seminoles through the Florida wars and fought for his rights in one 
of the more unfortunate chapters of our nation's history. Taking up the story at the 
point where the treaties were being violated by settlers who wanted Indian land, she 
recreates Osceola as the colorful character he was- quick to anger and to strike all 
during the campaigns but honest enough to be captured and refuse the chance of escape 
under the delusion of a truce. He died in prison, strong, self-willed and distrusting, 
all but a few whites until the last. The hurt of subsequent migrations was salt in the 
wound of a costly war- shown here for what it was that never fully vanquished the re- 
maining nucleus of Indians who are still the Seminoles of Florida today. Stirring pic- 


tures by Lynd Ward. (LC: 54-6271) 
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Reynolds, Quentin- THE STORY OF THE F.B.I.- With a top writer like Reynolds to 
do the story of our government police force, this turns out to be a fast moving and au- 
thentic survey of the G-men and their duties. Reynolds' manner of telling the story is 
@ personal one and after a brief history of the organization, its aims and operation, he 
follows the career of a typical agent J--- S--- from his first desire to be an F.B.I. man 
through the catching of such spies as Klaus Fuchs and Harry Gold. Stressing the necessity 
of higher education, there is J---'s law school training as it prepared him for the F.B.I., 
his first months as a recruit and the careful steps in training that led to actual case 
work. A full, factual account, definitely meat for young interesteds. Photographs. 

(LC: 54-6267) 
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Relisted for Young Adults! Fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 









Cavalcade Books Doubleday 
Hanover House Headliners Hanover House- Doubleday 
Lyons, Jessica- TO HAVE AND NOT HOLD Macrae-Smith 
MacKaye, David Lorin- PAT'S NEW WORLDS Longmans, Green 
Merrell, Leigh- TENOCH Nelson 
Stanford, Don- THE RED CAR Longmans, Green 
Thompson, Mary Wolfe- GREEN THRESHHOLD Longmans, Green 
Ware, Leon- PHANTOM OF THE BRIDGE _ Westminster 
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Edelman, Lily- HAWAII, U.S.A. Nelson 


Pearl, Richard M. McGraw-Hill 
HOW TO KNOW THE MINERALS AND ROCKS $3.50 


A handbook for the hobbyist and collector describes and analyzes more than 125 
minerals and rocks in text and illustrations. Basic requirements for starting and build- 
ing a collection are accompanied by a drawing of each mineral and rock headed by its keys. 
These are followed by text on location, history and other pertinent facts. Chemical fornmn- 
ulae and additional sources of information wind up a working field book for personal as 
well as classroom use. (Full report on p. 418. 8/3. LC: 53-5783) 


; 10 
Gilbert, A.C. & Rinehart 
McClintock, Marshall $3.75 
THE MAN WHO LIVES IN PARADISE 


The autobiography of the man who brought Erector sets into the lives of American 
boys is a patchwork of inexhaustible interests. From Oregon and an early fascination for 
magic and athletics, he goes to Yale for an M.D. with the idea of teaching physical educa- 
tion, but making up magic tricks to be sold turned him to business which grew into the toy 
field and to fame. Primarily for the grown-up boys, but the others may like it too. 

(Full report on p. 427. 9/9. LC: 54-9126) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Note for Parents and Teachers: 


Lovell, Thompson-fg ~ YOUTH'S COMPANION ANTHOLOGY 





